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Did You Know There’s a Rattlesnake Vaccine? 

With spring and summer we have more opportunities for long hikes and camping trips with our dogs. As pet 

owners we know to keep our animals’ welfare in mind, such as carrying extra water and a collapsible bowl and 
always being alert for rattlesnakes. In New Mexico 
rattlesnakes may be encountered any month of the year, but 
snakes are most active between April and October, and 
during the hot summer months they commonly are seen in 
the morning, early evening, and at night. In the fall when 
snakes typically shed their skin they are easily agitated and 
strike at most anything. 
 
Dogs most at risk of snakebites are working dogs—ranch, 
hunting, and search and rescue dogs—and dogs that live in 
rattlesnake habitat or frequent places where snakes live. 
Flooding, like we saw in eastern New Mexico around 
Roswell over Memorial Day weekend, forces snakes to seek 

higher ground, at a further risk to pets and their owners. 
A rattlesnake typically will warn hikers of its presence and will strike and bite only as a last resort, so if we are alert 
to snakes, most encounters can be avoided without incident. This is not always the case for a curious dog. The snake 
will warn a dog, but if the dog does not back off, it may strike. However, when threatened by a larger animal, a snake 
may “dry” bite (no venom injected) to protect itself while not wasting venom on an animal that it can’t eat. 
 
The severity of a rattlesnake bite is extremely variable depending on the size and age of the animal bitten, the 
location of the bite, and the size and age of the snake, as well as the species of snake, differences in the venom from 
snake to snake, the amount of venom injected, and the time of day when the bite occurs. Dogs are most likely to be 
bitten on the head or a front leg. They will experience pain, swelling, difficulty breathing, and a rapid heartbeat. The 
toxin disrupts normal blood clotting, leading to uncontrolled bleeding. The mortality rate is as high as 10%. 
In 2003 a canine rattlesnake vaccine became available from Red Rock Biologics, a California Company. According 
to the company “vaccinated dogs experience less pain and have a reduced risk of permanent injury from rattlesnake 
bite.” Although few data are available to support the effectiveness of the vaccine, there is anecdotal evidence for 
more gradual onset of symptoms, reduced discomfort and swelling, and generally better outcomes in vaccinated 
dogs. 
 
The vaccine from Red Rock Biologics contains venom components from the western diamondback rattlesnake 
(Crotalus atrox), the only species for which the vaccine is approved. Rattlesnake venom varies for each species of 
snake, thus protection also varies for each species of snake.  
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Rattlesnake Vaccine 

(Continued from Page 1) 

For example, the vaccine will provide partial protection 
against a prairie rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis) bite, but it 
provides no protection against the Mojave rattlesnake 
(Crotalus scutulatus), whose bite can inflict an extremely 
dangerous neurotoxin, cottonmouth (water moccasin), and 
coral snakes. In vaccinated dogs their immune system 
produces antibodies against C. atrox toxin; however, these 
antibodies may be overwhelmed depending on the severity of 
the bite (amount of venom injected), by your dog’s individual 
response to the vaccine, and by the length of time elapsed 
since the vaccination. 
 
The dog’s first vaccination should consist of two doses one 
month apart, followed by boosters thereafter recommended 
every year for dogs living in the northern U.S.; and at four- to 
six-month intervals for dogs living in the southern half of the 
U.S. These vaccinations cost about $25.00, inexpensive 
compared to the $700.00 or more for each dose of rattlesnake 
antivenom (sometimes written “antivenin” from the French 
word venin), an antibody serum given as an intravenous drip 
after a rattlesnake bite. 
 
Snake bites should always be treated as medical emergencies, 
even if your dog is vaccinated. Before taking that hike or 
camping trip make sure you know if your veterinarian is 
available, the location of the closest emergency clinic, and the 
location of the closest antivenom. Not all veterinary clinics 
stock antivenom. Having your dog vaccinated may buy him 
and you extra time to find emergency services. It does not 
eliminate the need for immediate veterinary care.  
 
If your dog is bitten, keep him calm and get professional 
treatment as quickly as possible, carrying him out to your car 
if you can. Vaccinated dogs will need supportive veterinary 
care, at least an antibiotic to guard against infection, and a 
dose of antivenom also may be recommended.  
 
If possible take a photograph of the snake or try to take note of 
identifying markings, such as the black and white striped tail 
above the rattles on the western diamondback (“ring-tailed 
rattler”) illustrated here. Some nonpoisonous snakes may also 
defensively shake their tails, strike, and bite, and even 
nonpoisonous snakebites can become infected. 
 
Rattlesnake vaccine is available for horses too. Llamas and 
alpacas, which are very sensitive to rattlesnake venom and 
commonly don’t survive being bitten, can be given the horse 
vaccine. No vaccine is available for cats yet. 
 
As with other aspects of your pet’s care, discuss with your 
veterinarian the finer points of the rattlesnake vaccine’s 
efficacy and safety, such as the advantages of a vaccinated 
dog, the dosing schedule and potential side effects. The rates 
(about 1 to 4 percent) and intensity of side effects are similar 
to those of other vaccines. 

-- Jane Love 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winds Don’t Deter Loyal APAS Supporters 
 
Despite the cold and windy weather during the APAS yard 
sale at the end of April, we had a successful event raising 
$5,300 for our spay/neuter assistance programs.  
 
This was our 11th annual yard sale, and we had a good turnout 
in donations, workers and buyers. The weather made the two 
days interesting for those of us working the sale, but warm 
coffee, laughs and a common cause made it all worthwhile.  
 
We had a couple of really unique items in our silent auction 
this year including a Scandinavian folding desk, and a 
collection of painted ponies. There was even a bidding war on 
a vintage accordion.  
 
Please accept our heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated 
items for the sale, to everyone who came out to work at the 
sale, and especially to Dorothy Brook for use of her property 
again this year for the yard sale.  
 
We’ll see you there next year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APAS Secretary Rosemarie Murray and husband, Clifton, 
worked one of the tables at last spring’s annual yard sale. 
Below, shoppers browse through the jewelry display. 
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Look for APAS at the Socorro County Fair 
August 28 – 31, 2014 

APAS will have a booth at the Socorro County Fair this year. 
As well as educating the public about our services and 
mission, we will be selling dog biscuits to raise money for our 
organization. If you would like to volunteer, we could use help 
covering the booth during these days, and helping make dog 
biscuits to sell. 

If you'd like to volunteer to help at the booth, please email us 
at apassocorro@gmail.com. If you'd like to make some 
biscuits, please drop them off at our booth during County Fair 
hours. Below is a recipe for dog biscuits if you need one. If 
you do choose to make biscuits, package a few each in plastic 
bags to make them easy to sell. If you use a different recipe, 
please list the ingredients. Thanks! 

                                    Basic Dog Biscuits 
Ingredients 
•  2 ½ cups regular or whole wheat flour 
•  1 tsp. salt (or less) 
•  1 egg 
•  1 tsp. beef or chicken bouillon granules (can substitute 
beef or chicken broth/stock) 
•  ½ cup hot water 
Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
2. Dissolve bouillon in hot water 
3. Add remaining ingredients 
4. Knead dough until it forms a ball (~ 3 minutes) 
5. Roll dough until ½ inch thick 
6. Cut into slices or bone shapes (you can purchase a bone 
shaped cookie cutter to make shapes) 
7. Place dough pieces on lightly greased cookie sheet 
8. Bake for 30 minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APAS to Sponsor New Shelter Adoption Program 
This past April, APAS started a new program in conjunction 
with the Socorro Animal Shelter and Adoption Center, where  

we have agreed to sponsor six 
adult shelter animals a year.  
APAS will pay the adoption 
fee, plus the $50 blue coupon 
we usually offer when a shelter 
pet is adopted.  Shelter 
Manager Juliet Montoya, who 
is the most familiar with each 
of the cats and dogs at the 
shelter and is attuned to which 
animals are most “adoptable,” 

will select an appropriate candidate for sponsorship and have 
the animal spayed/neutered and placed for adoption for the 
special price of $20.  Right now, she is planning to split the 
sponsorships into 3 cats and 3 dogs per year, but can be 
flexible if more adoptable pets of one type come through the 
shelter at any given time.  Also, the $20 fee she collects for 
these animals will be put in a special fund that will allow her 
to offer a seventh animal at a reduced price at the end of the 
year.  
 
The first animal to benefit from our sponsorship was a long 
haired tortoiseshell kitty named “Mystique.”  Not only was 
she beautiful, she had a super sweet personality to match.  
Juliet knew she had found the perfect nominee to be an APAS 
pet.  The following weekend, after being spayed, shelter 
volunteer Jill Urban took Mystique to her “Saturdays at 
Smith’s” cat adoptathon, and Mystique was immediately 
adopted by a loving family. 
 
With Mystique’s story being such a resounding success, Juliet 
is now looking forward to five more happy endings with 
APAS sponsored animals this year.  Thank you to all our 
members and donors who make such programs possible with 
your generous contributions.  

– Stephanie Mitchell 

APAS Mourns Loss of Karin Kirkland 
 
APAS was sad to learn that longtime member and shelter 
volunteer, Karin Kirkland, passed away on Monday, June 23, 
2014. I met Karin when I first moved to town and APAS was 
running the operations at the animal shelter and I had 
volunteered to help. She was the acting manager at the time 
and always had such a kind and patient way in a somewhat 
chaotic shelter environment. She worked well with the 
public, always taking the time to talk to adopters about the 
available pets, and even adopting a few of those pets herself 
over the years. Karin really loved animals and devoted much 
of her spare time to helping Socorro animals through her 
work at the shelter and APAS. Her presence in this world 
and our town will be missed. 

-- Kitty Pokorny 
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Thank You! 

 
For your contribution to APAS enabling us to publish 
this newsletter. On behalf of APAS members and the 

animals we work to protect, thanks for your 
commitment to the Socorro community. 

PO Box 451, Socorro, NM 87801 

Membership/Donation Form 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by email.    Yes        No 

Individual Membership $5.00 (one vote)   $ _________ 

Organization Membership $5.00 (one vote per organization)   $ ___________ 

All memberships are $5 and each membership type is entitled to vote and receive one newsletter per 
address/email.  Should you wish your donation to be anonymous, please mark so clearly on this form.  Please mail 
this form and donation to: APAS, PO Box 451, Socorro, NM 87801. 

Donation: 

____$50 Silver       ___ $100 Gold      ___ $150 Platinum        ____$250 Platinum Business      

____ Other  (Any amount is greatly appreciated!) 

Membership and Donation Total:  ___________ 

New Membership Year is January 1 to December 31, 2014. 

 


